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Oh! Happy days at Austin High!
How swiftly you are passing by
You're gliding by like birds that fly
Across the sky at Austin High.

But these fair days at Austin High
Will never from our lives pass by
They’ll shine as bright as stars on high
That shed their light on Austin High.

Then may God bless you, Austin High
Help you to give as days go by
A new desire to still aspire
To things yet higher, Oh Austin High.
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VISION

Austin Area School District, in unity with the community, parents and students
provides a supportive educational environment with opportunities to empower each
student to develop the skills and knowledge to become economically productive
citizens.

MISSION
Austin Area School District will provide instructional opportunities, using the core

academic standards, for students to demonstrate proficiency.

Academic Rigor; the District will provide guality instruction for students to meet the
required grade appropriate core standards at all levels.

 Understanding; students will apply communication skills through written and oral
products (incorporating an expansive use of vocabulary through multiple mediums). The
various mediums would provide for inclusion of different types of writing, speeches and
the use of technology integrated with the arts.

Socialization; students will utilize socially acceptable interpersonal and intrapersonal
citizenship skills.
Technology; students will use technology to support and analyze data to provide timely

reinforcement and enrichment for core skills.

Individualization; students will receive a customized education plan specific to their
needs.

Novel Ideas, students will analyze critical educational issues to develop creative real
world projects.
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Lanch Policy
The Austin Area School District

maintains a closed lunch program.
Elementary students will have a
supervised play time following or prior
to lunch. Students must stay in the
cafeteria during lunch. NO food or
beverage will be permitted in the lobby
area during lunch or breakfast.

Use of Juice Machine

Juice/Water may be purchased by
students anytime. All bottles should be
discarded in a waste can. No other
bottled beverages are permitted in school
without permission from the office.

Lockers
Lockers are provided to each secondary
student to keep their books and other
belongings. Lockers remain the property
of the District. Students have no
expectation of privacy over the lockers
or their contents. Lockers may be
searched by school representatives at
any time in accordance with board
policy. The school does not assume
responsibility for any items placed in
student lockers. Once a locker is
assigned, it is said student’s
responsibility to keep that locker clean.
No permanent stickers are allowed on
lockers, inside or out. Students are
permitted to go to their lockers during
the following times:
+ During Homeroom period (with
permission)
+ Between Classes
¢ End of School Day
No other times will be permitted, unless
student has a pass signed by a teacher to
go to their locker. If a student abuses
his/her locker privileges, said student
will receive detention each time
privileges are abused, and/or student will
lose hall pass privileges, depending on

the situation. Locks are provided to each
student the first day of school and
expected to be used on the locker,

Locks are to be turned in at the end of
the school year or when a student
withdraws. If lock is lost or damaged,
the student is responsible for paying a
fee of $8.00.

Searches: School authorities may scarch
a student’s locker and seize any illegal
materials. Such materials may be used
as evidence against the student in
disciplinary proceedings.

Student lockers remain the property of
the Austin Area School District, and
students who use lockers have no
expectation of privacy in regard to the
contents or use of those lockers.

Telephone Calls

The school phones are NOT for the
personal use of students. Students may
use the pay phone for such calls during
their lunch period. A student may obtain
permission to use the school phone IN
CASES OF EMERGENCY ONLY.
Forgetting homework, books, gym
clothes, etc., is not considered an
emergency.

Hall Passes
Students passing during class time to
their classrooms, lavatory or other areas
of the building must have an appropriate
pass. These passes are available in the
student agendas and should be properly
filled out and signed. Passes may be
carcfully checked, at any time, by
teachers or office personnel. Students
who abuse their hall pass privileges will
be assigned detention and/or lose their
hall pass privileges, depending on the
circumstances.
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Fund-Raising Activities

School organizations interested in
scheduling fund-raising activities must
have the activity approved by
Administration at least two weeks prior
to the activity. Once an activity is
approved the dates will be placed on the
main calendar in the lobby.

Physical Education

All boys and girls are required to take
physical education while attending
Austin Area School. Physical Education
classes offer a program designed to teach
fundamental skills and concepts of
individual and team activities in
progression. Both physical fitness and
personal recreation will be emphasized.
The following is a list of items relating
to the physical education program:

¢ Absence from Physical Education:
A written excuse by parent
describing the illness will be
permitted on an emergency basis.
However, if a child is to be excused
from physical education for two or
more classes in succession, a note
from the family physician will be
required.

Use of School Property & Trespassing
According to School Board Policy, the
operation of powered vehicles such as 4-
wheelers, snowmobiles, and other
motorized vehicles are prohibited on all
school property.

Anyone operating an unlicensed motor
vehicle on school district property, other
than those operated by district
employees, shall be subject to arrest. All
vehicles shall be restricted to driveways
and designated parking areas.

Student Government

The objectives of Austin Area Student

Council are to:

+ Give students the opportunity to
discuss school policies and to make
suggestions and recommendations to
administration for the improvement
of these policies.

+ Give students the opportunity to
organize extra-curricular activities
for educational and recreational
purposes.

+ Give students opportunities to learn
the democratic procedures and
correct methods of parliamentary
procedures under Roberts’ Rules of
Order.

The Student Council will be sponsored
by a faculty advisor or advisors.

Textbooks & Supplies

Textbooks issued to all students at the
beginning of the school year are the
property of the Austin Area School
District. General supplies such as paper
and pencils will be supplied to each
student periodically throughout the
school year at the expense of the district.
Students are fully responsible for the
proper care of their textbooks and other
materials provided by the school district.
Report cards will not be issued until
damaged or lost materials are paid for or
returned.
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Student Activities

The student activities program at Austin
is varied and extensive. There is ample
opportunity to for involvement in
activities which are of interest to
members of the student body. Time
spent in school can be more rewarding
and fun for the students who become
involved in the main activities offered in
the school.

Students are encouraged to participate in

extra-curricular activities sponsored by

the school board and faculty. Those

participants, in addition to those students

who attend as spectators, are reminded

of a few basic considerations during

these events:

¢ School activities must be in
accordance with regulations set forth
by the School Board, and PIAA
when invelved with other schools.

¢+ All those in attendance will exhibit
good sportsmanship.

¢ Behavior must be in accordance with
school policies; violators will be
removed.

+ Failure to comply with expected
rules of conduct will result in
suspension from school activities,

The school views activities as a very
“important part of student growth.
Sponsorship of such activities is
necessary; therefore, proper behavior on
the part of all the people involved is vital
for the continuance of such activities.
The extra-curricular schedule is viewed
as one of enjoyment. Students are urged
to abide by the various rules so that these
activities can continue. "Rules include:
+ Students in grades K-5 must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
¢ No running the hallways, trips to the
hall should be minimal during
appropriate breaks.

School Dances

Classes and organizations are permitted
to hold dances at the school. Dances
must be approved by the Superintendent
and/or Principal. Four adult chaperones,
one of which must be a school official,
must be in attendance. Also, a custodian
must be present. Requests for approval
must be sybmitted on the proper form at
least two weeks prior to the requested
date. Dances are only open to students
of Austin Area High School from grades
7-12. A student may bring one guest to
the dance, provided the proper dance
form is completed four (4) days in
advance of activity and approved by
both the guests home school and Austin
Area School District. Students are to
remain at the dance. Once a student
leaves, his guest must Jeave with him/her
and neither can return to the dance.
Refreshments are permitted only in
designated areas. Sponsoring
organizations are responsible for clean-
up of the gymnasium or designated area
of the dance.

Extra-Curricular Activity Guide for
Students

Student Expectations

1. Abide by all regulations established
by the school, coach and/or advisor.

2. Students agree to attend all practices
or meetings.

3. Avoid the use of profane or abusive
language during practice, meetings,
cvents or games.

4. Assume responsibility for all school
1ssued uniforms or cquipment.

5. Maintain good sportsmanship;
ensure all actions reflect positively
on the school.
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Extra-Curricular Activity Guide for

Students continued:

Specific Rules

1.

ATTENDANCE

a. All participants are expected to
be at school on time and for the
duration of the day on the day of
all meetings, practices and
games.

b. If a student is absent from school
he/she will not be fully permitted
to participate in any extra-
curricular activities (a school
sponsored activity such as a field
trip is considered a day of
attendance).

c. It is the participant’s
responsibility to contact their
advisor or coach about any
anticipated absences.

SUSPENSION

a. Any student suspended, in or out
of school, shall be suspended
from participation in any
activities on the day of the
suspension.

USE OF TOBACCO /UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OR IN POSSESSION
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
AND/OR ILLEGAL DRUGS

a. First offense - suspension from
all extra-curricular participation
for 14 calendar days.

b. Second offense - suspension
from all extra-curricular
participation for 30 calendar
days, as well as, placement in
student assistance program that
best suits the offense.

c. Third offense - suspension from
all extra-curricular participation
for one year up to the start of the
subsequent season of the activity
from which they were originally
suspended.

TRANSPORTATION

The District assumes responsibility
for student transportation to and
from the school for all away games.
Students are required to use the
District provided transportation.
Parents or guardians ONLY may
transport their child/ren home from
away games provided a note
indicating this arrangement was
received by the office personnel by
2:00 p.m. on the day of the game.

The only exception to this rule is if a
game is scheduled on a day when
school is not in session, then the
parent or guardian must HAND the
coach a note indicating they are
assuming responsibility for
transporting their child/red home.

Emergency situations will be
accepted, for example, injuries -
coaches will have to use their
judgment in these situations.

5. DROPS OUT OF ACTIVITY
Any student, who drops out of an
activity after two (2) weeks of
participation before the end of the
season/year, may not join another
activity during that year without the
specific review of the Coach/
advisor(s) and the principal and/or
superintendent.
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Extra-Curricular Activities Eligibility
Policy

+ 1. No student will be eligible to
participate in or attend extra-
curricular activities if he/she is
failing two or more subjects
cumulatively or weekly. Weekly
eligibility will apply after the second
full week of a new grading period.
Cumulative eligibility shall be from
the beginning of a grading period
and shall be reported on a weekly
basis. Eligibility shall consist of a
weekly period beginning on the first
school day of the week to the first
school day of the next week.

¢+ 2. No student will be eligible to
participate in or attend extra-
curricular activities if he/she is
failing more than one subject at the
end of the grading period for fifteen
(15) school days during the next
grading period, beginning on the first
day report cards are issued, except as
provided in number 3.

¢ 3. Atthe end of the school year, the
student’s final grade in his/her
subjects rather than his/her grade for
the last grading period shall be used
to determine his/her eligibility for
the next grading period.

+ 4. Students declared ineligible will
not be permitted to participate in or
attend any inter-scholastic event or
extra-curricular activity during that
time, nor will he/she be permitted to
participate in practice or activity
during that period.

+ 5. Students who have been declared
ineligible for the third time in any
activity will be declared ineligible
for that activity for the duration of
said season. Coaches/Advisors may
wish to be more restrictive and may
do so provided information stating
such has been approved and shared
with athletic director, administration,
students and parents.

Library

The Library 1s an excellent facility
which is open for use by all students. It
is staffed by a full-time librarian.
Students may use it, with permission,
during sustained sifent reading, during
certain classes, in conjunction with
assignments, and during homeroom.

+ Overdue Books: No fines will be
charged for overdue books. Any
student having a book overdue for

longer than one month will no
longer be allowed to check out
library materials until the book is’
returned or restitution is made. In
the event the book is not returned or
paid for at the end of a marking
period, the student will not receive
his/her report card until the book is
returned or restitution is made.

Assemblies

Assemblies are presented for the
educational entertainment of the
students. Students are expected to
exhibit good manners during these
programs. Students will sit by
homeroom, in assigned areas.
Disruptive students may be asked to
leave with appropriate disciplinary
actions administered.
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systematic evacuation of the building is
crucial during these drills. Students
should be as quiet as possible and not
push or crowd while moving in the
direction of the exit. After leaving the
building, everyone should move far
enough out on the walks or lawn so that
the last students out of the building will
be at least fifty feet from the entrance.
Everyone will re-enter the building when
the signal is given. Specific exits have
been identified for cach room in the
building. Teachers will direct cach
classroom to the assigned exit. In case
of a special emergency, an
announcement will be made telling the
faculty and students to utilize an
alternate procedure.

Malke Up Work

It is the responsibility of the student to
complete assignments missed during an
absence. Assignments will be posted on
the web site for student’s convenience.
Missed work must be made up upon the
student’s return to school, unless special
arrangements are made with the teacher.
If the student is absent for an extended
period of time, arrangements may be
made for missed assignments by
contacting the guidance office. Students
having an illness or injury that exceed
three weeks should contact the school
office to inquire about homebound
instruction.

Distinguished Honor Roll

Students must achieve a combined
average of 93% or above in all areas,
with no grade below an 86%.

Honor Roll
Students must achicve a combined
average of 86% or above in all areas,

with no grade below a 77%.

Health Services

A nurse is available for emergencies or
first aid treatment. Should a student
become i1l during the day or receive an
injury, they will ask their teacher to
permit them to see the nurse. If their
condition is such that they should not
stay in school, the nurse will make
arrangements for them to be taken home.
The nurse will also advise students on
general matters concerning their health.
If your child has health problems, inform
the nurse so that she can help you. All
medications must be given to the nurse,
including aspirin. A student is not
allowed to possess any medication
except their prescribed inhaler.
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